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Bay Area tackles climate change  
Bay Area Air Quality District aims to reduce greenhouse gases 

 
San Francisco, California— The Bay Area Air Quality Agency has made a proactive 

move to step up the fight against climate change—aiming to reduce greenhouse gasses in Bay 

Area skies. On Wednesday, April 19th, 2017 the Agency’s governing board unanimously voted 

to pass 85 measures that aim to reduce pollution from transportation, industry, homes, 

agriculture, and businesses. The strategy entitled “Spare the Air, Cool the Climate” aims to 

reduce climate change in the Bay Area by reducing heat-trapping emissions.  

The agency has formulated plans that propose to charge motorists tolls to drive on 

freeways, getting rid of gas heat, and urging people to go on meat-free diets. Meat production 

has a significant impact on our environment and reducing the production of meat is an approach 

the agency is seeking to take. “That doesn’t mean everyone has to become a vegan—we just 

have to do everything we can, and probably changing our diets is part of that,” stated Abby 

Young, climate protection manager for the Bay Area Air Quality Management District.  

The measures will not take effect right away; however, the agency has made a substantial 

commitment to tackling climate change—funding $4.5 million to implementing policies that will 



benefit the environment as a whole. The Air Quality Agency will enforce rules that reduce 

emissions that are emitted into Bay Area skies from oil industries, along with cleaning up 

pollution that is caused by automobiles. The measures will also affect landfills, water treatment 

plants, and dairies. Drivers are encouraged to take public transportation, and the agency aims to 

make local highways and roads more accessible for electric cars and charging stations. 

Furthermore, the agency will provide consumers rebates so they could swap out their old 

appliances for newer more environmentally friendly ones.  

“Reducing air pollution and greenhouse gasses is everyone’s responsibility,” said Jack 

Broadbent, executive officer of the Air Quality Control District. Broadbent also stated, “how we 

live and travel, what we buy, how we heat our homes, and what we consume all impact air 

quality, our health and produce greenhouse gasses that affect our planet and ultimately, our 

quality of life.” The Air Quality agency aims to reduce ozone-causing pollutants in the San 

Francisco Bay Area by 21 tons per day and particulate matter by 3 tons per day. Furthermore, the 

agency seeks to reduce greenhouse emissions by 4.4 million metric tons by the year 2030, which 

authorities say will save Bay Area residents over $1 billion annually in health care costs. 

Since 1955 the Bay Area Air Quality District has served nine counties that encompass the 

San Francisco Bay: Alameda, Contra Costa, Marin, Napa, San Francisco, San Mateo, Santa 

Clara, southwestern Solano, and southern Sonoma counties. The agency is directed by 24 boards 

of Directors who are locally elected from each of the nine counties. The agency implements 

policies and regulations that deal with air pollution within the nine districts. To learn more about 

the Bay Area Air Quality District, you can visit their website at www.baaqdmd.gov. 


