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San Mateo community members strike back 
Group of local garden patrons take on the College of San Mateo 

 
San Mateo, California, May 15th, 2017— Ordinary citizens in San Mateo take on the 

College of San Mateo in order to save their precious garden. Recently, College of San Mateo 

officials made public their plans to demolish the campus garden and replace it with an asphalt 

parking lot. Teachers, students, and other patrons who visit the garden were troubled by the news 

and took the College of San Mateo to court. The group of garden supporters gained leverage over 

the College of San Mateo board members in court by establishing that replacing the garden with 

an asphalt parking lot ‘might have a significant environmental impact.’ Ultimately, The Friends 

of the College of San Mateo Garden came out victorious claiming a win in the name of 

environmental preservation.  

Justice James Humes who presided over the California Supreme Court case stated that 

“there was at least a ‘fair argument’ that demolition (of the garden) would have an aesthetic 

impact” and that “the standard set by state law to require further environmental review” would 

need to be in place. The court has established that a full environmental impact report would need 

to happen before the asphalt parking lot could take the place of the community garden.  

Supporters of environmental preservation believe that Justice James Humes did a 

fantastic job and upheld the foundational principles of justice by recognizing that destroying the 

College of San Mateo garden would potentially have a ‘significant environmental impact.' The 

effect of removing the garden and replacing it with hot black asphalt, according to 

environmentalist, would devastate the landscape and also the emotional wellbeing of its patrons. 



Justice Hume’s ruling is a small win for the environment, but this little win is iconic to a larger 

movement. The San Francisco Bay Area is committed to ensuring that the environment is clean, 

safe, and habitable. The Friends of the College of San Mateo Gardens represent that 

commitment, and with their bold and just stance against the College of San Mateo, they 

exemplified how ordinary citizens can strike back and make an impact. “I think it is great what 

these folks did—it shows that a small collective of individuals can make an impact, and that is 

what the Friends of The College of San Mateo Gardens did—they made a significant impact,” 

said Abraham Boroujerdi a blog writer at Climate Change San Francisco.  

Climate Change San Francisco is a non-profit blog site that promotes environmental 

education and preservation. Since 2017, Climate Change San Francisco has been blogging about 

environmental events and issues in the San Francisco Bay Area. Climate Change San Francisco 

is committed to providing accurate and location specific content to San Francisco Bay Area 

residents. To learn more about Climate Change San Francisco and how climate change is 

affecting the San Francisco Bay Area— visit www.climatechangesf.wordpress.com or email the 

blog site administrator Amir Boroujerdi at arahimbo@mail.sfsu.edu. 

 


